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SUBJECT: BRITAIN CANCELS ARMS SALES TO EL SALVADOR 

1 . ARTICLE BY PATRICK KEATLEY IN JANUARY 20 "THE GUARDIAN" 

REPORTS BRITISH CANCELLATION OF SALES OF ARMOURED CARS TO 
EL SALVADOR. YOU WILL NOTE SOME FACTUAL INACCURACIES AS 
WELL AS CONFUSION BETWEEN THE PRESENT AND FORMER SALVADORAN 
GOVERNMENTS. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

MR. CALLAGHAN AND HIS SENIOR CABINET COLLEAGUES HAVE BOWED 
TO PUBLIC PRESSURE AND CANCELLED A DECISION TO SUPPLY 15 
BRITISH ARMY ARMOURED CARS TO THE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP 
OF PRESIDENT CARLOS ROMERO IN EL SALVADOR. 
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THE FREIGHTER MV SUSANNE VINNEN, NOW LOADING AT SHEERNESS. 
WAS TO HAVE SAILED ON FEBRUARY 2 WITH A CONSIGNMENT OF 
RECONDITIONED VEHICLES VALUED AT POUNDS 900,000. 

THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE FOREIGN SECRETARY, MR. DAVID 
OWEN, HAVE BEEN BOMBARDED BY MESSAGES AND TELEPHONE CALLS, 
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INCLUDING A LETTER FROM CARDINAL HUME OF WESTMINSTER, 

URGING THEM TO RECONSIDER AN EARLIER DECISION TO ALLOW 
GENERAL ROMERO TO AUGMENT HIS CONSIDERABLE FLEET 
OF MILITARY VEHICLES. 

SOURCES AT WESTMINSTER LAST NIGHT SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS 
PRESSURE FROM BACKBENCH LABOUR MP'S THAT PROVED DECISIVE. 

MR. CALLAGHAN WAS PERSUADED THAT HE WAS TAKING UNNECESSARY 
RISKS IN ANTAGONIZING THEM. THE SALE OF THE 12 SALADINS 
AND 3 FERRETS WAS NOT POLITICALLY SENSITIVE IN TERMS OF 
EMPLOYMENT BECAUSE THEY WERE ARMY SURPLUS. 

THE FO STATEMENT SAID: QUOTE: THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
HAS DECIDED THAT THE CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF ARMOURED 
VEHICLES TO EL SALVADOR SHOULD BE CANCELLED. THIS DECI- 
SION WAS TAKEN BECAUSE OF THE SITUATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 
END QUOTE. 

THE SITUATION REFERRED TO INVOLVES THE APPALLING RECORD OF 
REPRESSION OF THE CHURCH AND OF FARM WORKERS IN THE REPUB- 
LIC AND GENERAL ROMERO S RECENT DECISION TO STRENGTHEN 
HIS SUPPORT FOR THE MILITARY REGIME IN GUATEMALA IN ITS 
CAMPAIGN TO PARTITION THE BRITISH COLONY OF BELIZE. 

FOR THE PAST FORTNIGHT, IN THE FACE OF MOUNTING ANGER 
AT WESTMINSTER, EMBARRASSED OFFICIALS IN WHITEHALL HAVE 
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HAD INSTRUCTIONS TO DEFEND THE ARMOURED CARS DEAL BY 
SAYING THAT PRESIDENT ROMERO HAD GIVEN SOLEMN UNDERTAKINGS 
NOT TO LEND THE MILITARY VEHICLES TO GUATEMALA. 

SOME OF THE DECISIVE PRESSURE TO CANCEL MAY HAVE COME 
DISCRETELY FROM WASHINGTON. PRESIDENT CARTER RECENTLY 
ANNOUNCED, AFTER GETTING REPORTS FROM MR. VANCE AND THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT, THAT AMERICA WILL PERMIT NO FURTHER 
ARMS SALES OR MILITARY TRAINING FOR THE ROMERO REGIME. 

THE REGIME HAD BRANDED THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 
SAN SALVADOR "A COMMUNIST” AFTER HE HAD PROTESTED AT THE 
ARREST AND DISAPPEARANCE OF HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE IN THE 
STATE OF SIEGE WHICH BEGAN IN JUNE. MANY JESUIT PRIESTS 
HAD SIDED WITH THE FAMILIES AFFECTED AND WERE PROMPTLY 
SUBJECTED TO HARASSMENT AS "SUBVERSIVES." 

GENERAL ROMERO HAS USED HIS EXISTING ARMOURED CARS - WHICH 
ARE IN EFFECT TANKS ON WHEELS - TO PUT DOWN DEMONSTRATIONS 
LAST FEBRUARY AND AGAIN IN JUNE. THE MURDER OF THE 
CHANCELLOR OF THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY WAS USED AS A PRE- 
TEXT FOR FRESH WAVES OF REPRESSION. END TEXT. VANCE 
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